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Dear Dr. Snyder:

Many thanks for your letter of May 28 regarding the inven-
tion by Dr. Slutz and yourself on static magnat{c memories.

Before Professor von Neumann left he and I discussed the
oitustion and had agreed that fnasmuch as all the vork that wvas done
on the computer was pleced in the public domain with the exception
of the material in question, we felt that it, too, should probably
be 830 placed.

' As I recall Professor von Neumann had replied to you in
this sense and had further requested from you a copy of the invention -
record together with any pertinsnt correspondence that you or Dr. Slutz
had go that the Institute file might be complete. -

As you know I was not the Director of the Institute while -
you vere here and am therefore somewhat handicapped by mot being famil- -
lar with all that went on during that period. I feel, however, that if -
we were to accedes to your requeat to allow you to have the patent rights, -
ve should require a royalty free license for the Government and for any
of its contractors and sub-contractors as well as such a license for the
Institute and for any other educational institution. We are legally -
bound to the former of these requiremsnts and have mede it a poliey to
require the latter.

. My immediate reaction 1s still to fesl that ths placing oL-- -
this material in the public domain would be the most accseptadble solution,
I am leaving shortly for the summer and would therefore appreciate hav-
ing you send the material that Profegsor von Noeumann has requested to
Dr. Goldetine. He can communicate both with me and with Professor von
Heumann and can let you know our final decision. -

Very truly yours,

Robert Oppenheimer, Director
Institute for Advanced Btudy
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